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The assessment committee of the English department identified three areas of concentration: 
assessment of graduating seniors and ongoing majors within the department, assessment of the writmg 
program focused on the required General Education early writing courses, and programs and processes 
of improving the department's level of instruction. Therefore the subcommittees are as follows: 

1. The Senior Assessment Subcommittee 
2. The Writing Program Assessment Subcomttee 
3. The Implementation Subcommittee 

A separate report for each subcommittee follows this introduction. 
The Writing Program Assessment and the Implementation subcommittees have a rather 

straightforward challenge and equally direct methods of completing their tasks as demonstrated in their 
reports. The Senior Assessment subcommittee, however, has a far more complicated task. Although 
seeking to acquire data and feedback sooner rather than later, the subcommittee has recognized the 
need for well thought out and well supported methods of assessment. Their determination is to 

C implement aprogram that does not only meet the needslof outside assessors, but directly addresses the 
needs of a particularly diverse group of students and faculty. With nine degrees possible from the 
Enghsh and Literature department, it will take at least two years to set up and apply all methods of 
assessment. One year has passed and by Spring of 2006 the system will be in place to produce more 
complete data. The partial data to date is helpful, but the nonnal cautions applicable to early data merit 
strong consideration. 
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